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I 
t is still pretty cool here on the eastside, as evident by our 

recent morning frosts over the last week, but the equinox 

has long since passed and physical evidence of spring is 

stubbornly starting to show itself here in the form of blooming 

forsythia and cherry trees.  Given the size of our lilac buds, they 

aren’t far behind, which is just in time for our Lilac City’s biggest 

annual running event aptly named Bloomsday. This Sunday I will 

be joining 40,000+ of my fellow bloomies for my 28th event.   

Along with this transition to warmer weather comes another an-

nual event, our Washington GIS Conference, sponsored by the 

Washington Chapter of URISA (WAURISA). For the majority of 

us, WAURISA exists because of what it brings to us at the annual 

conference, an opportunity to network and learn from one anoth-

er. This year’s conference will be no exception. We had a strong 

slate of workshop submissions by 

professional trainers and colleagues, 

covering a breadth of topics includ-

ing ArcGIS Pro, SQL, Python, 

Drones, Disaster Response and a 

fairly unique course entitled “GIS for 

Equity and Social Justice,” plus 

many more.  Be sure to check out all 

the classes in this issue of the Sum-

mit and on our online schedule at: 

https://waurisa.org/Workshops 

Before I say more about our upcoming conference, I would like to 

draw your attention to a very special article that was written by 

(Continued on page 2) 

 
A 

re you ready? The 2019 Washington GIS Conference is 

only two weeks away. The annual conference plan-

ners have been working for months to put together 

this event, focused on bringing compelling and relevant content 

for a rich experience for every attendee - whether you are new to 

GIS or have been around the block a few times. The format is 

similar to previous years: two days of pre-conference workshops 

followed by two conference days jammed-packed with track 

sessions. A keynote kick-off and several social activities round 

out the agenda. 

The conference uses Sched.com to publish and update the sched-

(Continued on page 8) 
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one of own board members, Stephen Beimborn. The article is enti-

tled “A Look Back at GIS in the Pacific Northwest:  NWCAMA 

and the Roots of Washington URISA." Stephen has devoted a 

significant amount of time and energy to this article which has 

practically turned into a research project for this the 49th issue of 

our Summit newsletter. It is a very interesting read about the gen-

esis of our professional organization and required archival re-

search on Stephen’s part going all the way back to the early 1980’s 

which obviously predates the web and email and required a lot of 

personal communication by Stephen with individuals who were 

around at that time. Thank You, Stephen, for taking the time and 

energy to provide this enlightening historical overview of our last 

40 years. 

Now back to our conference and this year’s keynote speaker, who 

will be Bill Johnson, carpe geo evangelist with App Geo and the 

former GIO of New York State as well as the former president of 

the NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council). I 

have known Bill as a professional colleague and friend for over 19 

years through my association with NSGIC. I have seen him speak 

many times on a variety of topics and have always found it to be 

an enlightening experience. WAURISA is very honored to have 

him make the long trip from the east coast as our keynote speak-

er, and it is not one that you will want to miss. 

As always, the WAURISA GIS annual conference is a wonderful 

forum for bringing together Washington GIS users from across 

our state to network and learn from one another. I hope you will 

join us again this year! You can learn more about this conference 

within this newsletter as well as at our WAURISA website at: 

https://waurisa.org/Washington-GIS-Conference 

In closing, this will be my last conference as WAURISA President 

as my term comes to an end on the last day of the conference. It 

has been a pleasure working with and meeting so many talented 

GIS people from across our great state and beyond. I wish to 

thank our conference coordinator Maria Sevier and Heather 

Glock, our WAURISA Board Conference Liaison, plus all of the 

hardworking volunteers who serve on the various conference 

committees and who have volunteered countless hours to make 

our annual conference happen. Without them there would be no 

conference.   

I would also like to thank our very dedicated WAURISA Board 

members, who likewise volunteer a significant amount of time to 

insure that our non-profit organization continues to excel in sup-

port of our Washington State GIS community. Our WAURISA 

Board Members are:  Anna Yost, Vice President (and Education 

Committee Chair), Tami Falkner (Treasurer), David Wallis 

(Secretary), at-large WAURSIA Board members Heather Glock 

(Conference Coordinator Board Liaison and Summit Newsletter 

Editor), Steven Beimborn (WGGL Committee Chair),  Mike 

McGuire (Vendor Conference Committee Chair), Katie Kelleher 

Heim (Membership and Nominations Committee Chair), Jason 

Eklund (Technology Committee Chair), and last and most im-

portantly, the glue that holds us all together, our immediate past 

president, Josh Greenberg, who plays an active role in almost 

every single committee WAURSIA has. Thank you Josh!   

I do look forward to seeing you at the conference as we share, 

celebrate and learn about all things GIS. Thank you again for giv-

ing me the opportunity to serve you as WAURISA President,  and 

I look forward to continuing to work with all of you in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Ian Von Essen 

WAURISA President 

(President’s Column; Continued from page 1) 
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Bill and Bert’s Excellent Adventures 

By: Bill Johnson, Carpe Geo Evangelist, AppGeo 

I 
 am looking forward to joining you soon at the WA GIS 

conference in Tacoma.  As I prepare, I thought it might be 

fun to tell you another story that ties in with the theme of 

my keynote presentation.  Unlike Behind the Scenes in Sinking 

Cities: New York [The Summit, issue 48], which gave the back-

story to a portion of my keynote, this one is less direct, but if you 

stick with it, I think you will see how it relates to my theme.   

One of the best things about GIS is that there are so many great 

people in this field.  I never cease to be amazed at the wonderful 

colleagues I have encountered at every stage of my ca-

reer.  About a decade ago, during my time as Geographic Infor-

mation Officer for the state of New York, I met Bert Granberg, 

who was the GIO for Utah.  We met at one of the National States 

Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) conferences, though at 

this point my leaky memory no longer contains the date or loca-

tion.  NSGIC is made up of state GIS leaders from across the 

country and I have built many last-

ing friendships over the years 

through that organization. I do re-

call that the first conversation I had 

with Bert was in the hospitality 

suite in the evening and the conver-

sation turned to books.  I soon dis-

covered that he and I share an inter-

est in many of the same reading 

topics. We exchanged favorite titles 

and authors. A friendship evolved 

from there. 

Over the ensuing years, I only saw 

Bert face-to-face at NSGIC confer-

ences, though we stayed in touch by 

phone and email.  I know we both 

looked forward to NSGIC events 

when we could talk at length, com-

pare notes on how things were 

working in our respective states, philosophize on broader GIS 

issues, and generally enjoy the sort of camaraderie that accompa-

nies a comfortable and respectful relationship with a peer.   

In the fall of 2018, Bert invited me to come out to Utah to join a 

group of friends for a weekend of camping and hiking. The out-

ing was planned for mid-September and coincided with Bert’s 

50th birthday.  We would use the Goblin Valley State Park 

campground as the base of operations. I eagerly accepted. 

I’ve lived my whole life in the northeast and had never seen the 

beautiful landscapes of Utah, beyond what is visible in the Salt 

Lake City urban area.  It is spectacular. Bert describes it as magi-

cal, and it’s hard to argue that point. Bert picked me up at the 

airport and after loading up the camping gear and getting some 

dinner, we headed out for the four hour drive south to Goblin 

Valley, arriving there around midnight.  We quickly pitched our 

tents using headlamps and went to sleep. What I saw when I 

awoke and stepped out of the tent was other-wordly. I might just 

as easily have been on the surface of the moon, as I had never 

seen anything like it. We were surrounded by spectacular sand-

stone formations, brightly lit and glowing orange at sunrise.   

The highlight of the trip for me was 

a vigorous hike linking two desert 

slot canyons that cut through the 

San Rafael Reef near Goblin Val-

ley.  For the uninitiated, much of 

southern Utah is covered by large 

red rock sandstone formations of 

uplifted seabed laid down millions 

of years ago. Erosion from periodic 

flash floods has carved deeply into 

the Reef’s soft rock, creating these 

extremely narrow slot canyons, 

which run like crooked teeth of a 

comb down the sides of the 

reef.  Signs at the closest parking 

area warn hikers of difficulties of 

exploring the canyons and in obtain-

ing help if something were to go 

wrong. The photo above shows me 

in the foreground descending a particularly narrow section. Bert 

is in the green shirt in the background. This was a fantastic hike. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Bill and Burt descent a slot canyon in Utah  

Photo credit: Jenny Johnson 
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Upcoming Summit Newsletter Deadlines 

Submit articles to The Summit for publication by: 

 

Spring Pre-Conference Issue 

First Draft 

(Optional) 

7/12/2019 

Final Draft 7/19/2019 

Do you have an idea for a worthwhile article, but you 

don’t want to be in charge of writing it? Let us know and 

we’ll investigate it—we have willing writers that can turn 

your lead into a great story for the newsletter! 

Contact us at summit@waurisa.org 
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Two weeks later, I had a chance to reciprocate, as Bert was in my 

home area on business travel.  He was able to extend his stay 

and go hiking with me in the High Peaks region of the Adiron-

dack Mountains in the northern part of New York.  I had always 

wanted to hike up one of the high peaks before daybreak and 

watch the sun-

rise from the 

summit, and Bert 

was happy to do 

that with me.   

The alarm rang 

at 2:30am and we 

got up quickly 

and made the 

two hour drive 

north to the trail-

head of Cascade 

Mountain.  We 

were on the trail 

before 5:00, us-

ing headlamps as we clambered over 

the rocks on the 3 miles to the sum-

mit. It was a cool, rainy morning, but 

we hoped that the weather would 

clear before sunrise as we hiked up 

in the dark.  We reached the open 

summit, above the treeline, at 6:30, 

having made excellent time on the 

trail. We were there well before sun-

rise which according to the almanac 

would occur at 6:55am. 

We stood on the summit in the dark, 

waiting for the sky to brighten and 

the rain to stop.  The rain did peter 

out and the clouds began to clear as 

the sky slowly brightened, but unfor-

tunately there was no visible sun as 

night melted into day.  Cascade is 

one of the most popular peaks in the Adirondacks but we had 

seen no other hikers on our way up and we had the summit en-

tirely to ourselves. We stayed for a while as the valleys below 

came into view and took some photos.  It was a very serene ex-

perience and we exchanged few words. Being on the summit at 

the start of a new day felt like the kind of experience that every-

one should try to do at least once. The photo below shows Bert 

on the summit. 

I had another chance to experience something new with Bert just 

a few months ago, when we were both in Washington, DC in 

January.  I hadn’t even realized that we were both planning to be 

there until a few days prior, when I was emailing Bert about 

something else.  Bert, in typical fashion, decided at the last mo-

ment to pack his cross-country skis, as there was a snowstorm 

happening in the eastern part of the US.  He arrived on Sunday 

to find a foot of fresh snow in Washington and had some fun 

skiing around the National Mall. He phoned me at home that 

evening and said “Bill, bring your cross-country skis!”  Now, I 

must confess that I was quite reluctant to do that. I like to travel 

light. In fact, the more I travel, the less I bring. It has become 

something of a sport for me to see how efficient I can be in my 

travels, and that means bringing nothing extra.  Plus, I knew that 

(Bill & Bert’s Excellent Adventure; Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Pre-dawn hike up  

Cascade Peak  

Bert looking over the Adirondack Mountains from Cascade Peak 
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my journey into Washington would involve a flight from Albany 

to Baltimore, then a commuter train into Washington, then the 

Metro subway system, and finally a walk of about half a mile. I 

was familiar with this journey from my two years of commuting 

into DC and knew that carrying skis in the crowded commuter 

train and Metro cars would not be easy.  But, it was Bert asking, 

and it sounded like a chance to do something I might never do 

again, so I tossed my inhibitions aside, wrapped my skis in bub-

ble wrap, and lugged them to Washington. 

On Monday evening, Bert and I put our skis over our shoulders 

and walked over to the National Mall, near the Lincoln Memorial 

which anchors one end of the Mall.  The government shutdown 

was still happening, and with no National Park Service presence, 

we had the National Mall nearly all to ourselves as we made our 

way towards the other end, at the US Capitol Building.  A friend 

of Bert’s from his undergraduate days joined us on her skis part-

way through and the three of us continued our trek. I was sur-

prised that we saw nobody else on skis. A few joggers on the 

cleared sidewalks, but otherwise this major tourist destination 

was deserted.  After reaching the Capitol, we turned around and 

skied back to where we started. The photo below shows us in 

front of the Washington Monument. How many people can lay 

claim to skiing the National Mall? I’ve never actually had a buck-

et list, and even if I did, I would never have thought to include 

this event on it.  Nonetheless, there was a distinct sense of satis-

faction, like we had just earned bragging rights to something 

unique. 

So what’s the point of these stories?  I can almost hear you ask-

ing. Well, I think they nicely capture the underlying theme of my 

keynote, which I have titled Carpe Geo & Parvum Momen-

tum.  I’ll define those for you more fully during the presentation, 

but the first part, carpe geo, is my take on the Latin phrase carpe 

diem, or seize the day.  I think a key part of a fulfilling career in 

GIS is to take advantage of the opportunities that present them-

selves to you, to seize the day, as it were. I mean seize in the 

broadest sense; to be open to new experiences, to be willing to 

explore, to challenge yourself, to take some risk, to venture off 

the trail you know for the one you don’t know.  Carpe geo is a 

mindset of exploring new trails, sharing and growing with your 

colleagues, and through that process, achieving your goals. 

Are you seeing any parallel to the adventures I shared with 

Bert?  There’s real pleasure, real satisfaction, from doing these 

things that happen when you seize opportunities, and this is 

especially true when it involves connecting with others and 

reaching goals together.  It has been true for me throughout my 

GIS career, just as it was true for me at the end of a day of hiking 

slot canyons in Utah for the first time, and true for me on the 

summit of Cascade Mountain at daybreak, and true for me as we 

whisked through the snow on the National Mall.  There’s no end 

to the adventures that await for those willing to take them. 

See you soon! - Bill Johnson 

(Bill & Burt’s Excellent Adventure; Continued from page 5) 

Cross-country skiing at the National Mall. Add it to your 

bucket list! 



Page 7 The Summit 

A 
 key mission of WAURISA has been providing profes-

sional development for our members. This focus has 

always been near and dear to my heart and was really 

what got me interested in being more involved in WAURISA. 

The most noteworthy of the professional development activities 

that WAURISA helps coordinate are the Pre-Conference work-

shops. While pre-conference workshops have become the norm 

for professional conferences, the WAURISA workshop program 

has reached new heights. 

The goal of the WAURISA workshop program is to provide high 

quality training on relevant topics at an affordable price. When I 

first started working on the WAURISA Professional develop-

ment committee we focused on keeping the workshop registra-

tion costs low. What we discovered is that it can be hard to 

attract professional workshop presenters when you don’t pay 

them any money. Creating a 

half to full day of training ma-

terial is challenging, not to 

mention the time and expense 

to get to the facility and do the 

actual training. We have al-

ways had our vendors who are 

willing to make this sacrifice 

but in order to attract non ven-

dor specific presenters we had 

to rethink our approach. 

The solution we came up with 

is to create a profit sharing 

equation where the workshop 

presenters get the majority of 

the profit after we cover our 

expenses. This set up a perfect scenario; the presenters are moti-

vated to create a quality workshop that will attract lots of 

attendees and WAURISA is not at risk of losing financially if not 

enough people sign up. The result has exceeded our expecta-

tions! All one has to do is look online at our 2 day line up to ap-

preciate the diversity and quality of training available this May. 

Visit  https://waurisa.org/Workshops for the full list. 

This year we again have eGIS Associates sending Tripp Corbin 

from Georgia to do two full days of training on ArcGIS Pro. 

Tripp is also the author of the book “Learning ArcGIS Pro” and 

often will have discounts available for those people that are in-

terested in purchasing a copy. 

While we still have our excellent vendor supporters such as Esri, 

and Geocortex providing guidance on their software solutions, 

we also have every day WAURISA members sharing some of 

their expertise. Ann Stark has had sold out attendance to her 

Python class, and we are seeing equal enthusiasm for a half day 

SQL query class by Don Burdick.  Peter Keum and Greg Lang 

have put together a great half day presentation on UAS/Drones, 

and Jeff Ledbetter is tackling the equally topical subject of Ad-

dressing. 

One very novel workshop that 

will soon be certified as a URI-

SA national course is by King 

County GIS training called 

“Introduction to GIS for Equity 

and Social Justice”. This has 

been a very hot topic nationally 

and it is already clear that it is 

sparking interest locally. 

Lastly the WAURISA special 

interest group developed for 

GIS managers in local govern-

ment has a full day of sessions 

and presentations specifically 

designed to help manage and 

run GIS programs. 

The cliché comment that we have something for everyone really 

does seem to apply; that is if everyone loves GIS. And that per-

haps is what I enjoy the most about the entire WA GIS Confer-

ence week, all the people coming together that love GIS. I look 

forward to seeing you in Tacoma! 

Washington GIS Conference Workshops—How Do 

They Come Together? 

By: Josh Greenberg, WAURISA Professional Development Chair 

A WAURISA Workshop in Action 

https://waurisa.org/Workshops
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ule. Sign up for a free account if you don’t have one already, 

search for “WAGIS2019” and make your own personalized agen-

da. Schedule changes, room changes, and cancellations will also 

be announced via Sched.  Sched also allows you to connect with 

others through LinkedIn and Facebook so you can see which 

connections are attending which presentations. 

We have the most exhibitors in the history of the conference this 

year. Use your “Exhibitor Passport” and stop by exhibitor booths 

to get your passport stamped for the chance to win a prize at the 

closing session Thursday afternoon. But do more than get your 

passport stamped… take a minute to ask each exhibitor what’s 

new, what’s changed, and what is the one thing you should real-

ly know about their product or service - you will likely learn a 

key tip or find a product that will make a difference for some-

thing you are working on. Don’t forget - exhibitors host a social 

Wednesday afternoon starting at 4:30 p.m. Enjoy free appetizers 

and a complimentary beverage of your choice. 

There is still time to submit an app or poster for our contest! 

Have you been working on an interesting project that you’d like 

to share with your GIS community?  Enter it into the Poster/App 

contest for a chance to win an Amazon gift card.The deadline for 

submission is May 17th.  Learn more here: https://waurisa.org/

Poster-Contest 

We’ve added a community engagement project to the conference 

this year. Join us in helping to enrich web-based data in areas of 

the world that have been impacted by natural disasters using 

OpenStreetMap. Stop by the HOT Mapping OSM Community 

Engagement table to learn more and help add to the data online. 

Be sure to enter the raffle for a chance at a prize. 

Get a head start connecting with attendees at the conference by 

joining the welcome Speakeasy social at the Hotel Murano Tues-

day evening, May 21 at 5:30 pm. Find your way to the Gallery 

(good luck) and answer a fun question to enter. Also, play our 

speakeasy scavenger hunt for a chance to win a prize. Light ap-

petizers will be provided and there will be a cash bar. 

After learning what the exhibitors have to offer at the Vendor’s 

Social on Wednesday, May 22, walk a few blocks south of the 

convention center to the 7 Seas Brewery at 2101 Jefferson Ave-

nue. We'll be playing WAURISA pub trivia in the reserved side 

room, so start putting together your teams of no more than 4 

players, or get matched with a team when you arrive. Appetizers 

provided, and food and beverages are available for purchase as 

well: Seven Seas Brewing: http://www.7seasbrewing.com/# Built: 

https://3uilt.com/ 

(2019 Washington GIS Conference; Continued from page 1) 

https://waurisa.org/Poster-Contest
https://waurisa.org/Poster-Contest
http://www.7seasbrewing.com/
https://3uilt.com/


Page 9 The Summit 

Why are you coming to the conference this year? 

The Summit Newsletter team reached out to a few of the people planning to attend the conference to ask why they’re going. 

T 
he Washington GIS conference attracts approximately 

300 participants each year. We thought it would be in-

teresting to reach out to some of the folks who have reg-

istered for the conference to find out why they are coming and 

what they hope to learn.  

Kate Leroux is a cartographer with Amazon who specializes in 

designing worldwide interactive base maps. They are primarily 

used internally, for tasks like guiding delivery drivers on their 

routes. Kate is interested in attending the conference to learn 

about what's new and interesting in GIS, and get to know fel-

low colleagues in the field. 

Ben Silver is a GIS Analyst with BERK Consulting, a firm that 

provides planning and policy consulting services mainly to the 

public sector. For example, Ben's team worked with the City of 

Sumner to create a Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails plan 

for their Parks and Recreation Department. Ben's analysis began 

with mapping out existing recreational spaces within the service 

area, and then he conducted a network analysis to identify gaps (ie. 

under-served areas). This work served as the foundation for future 

park planning. This will be Ben's first year attending the conference, 

although he has previously submitted posters. He hopes to learn 

more about what other GIS professionals are innovating in Wash-

ington and build up his professional network. Look for Ben at his 

lightning talk titled "Stakeholder Engagement for Planning 

with ESRI Story Mapping.” 

 

 

Georgianna Elise Stobin, a student at the University of Wash-

ington Tacoma will be attending WAURISA to gain insight into 

the many applications of GIS, to volunteer, and to network with 

the many attendees.  

Brian Hall is the GIS Coordinator for Washington State Parks, 

and is attending the conference in order to learn about GIS ac-

tivities in other state agencies. In addition to attending presenta-

tions, Brian finds value in talking with other GIS professionals to 

delve into the details of their projects, with an eye towards identi-

fying opportunities for potential collaboration on projects. 

Jennifer Cutler with Nisqually Tribe has attended about 8 

Washington GIS Conferences. This year, she’s looking forward 

to the pre-conference Practical Python workshop, hoping it 

inspires her to use it more. Jennifer says this conference helps 

her learn more about how local governments are using GIS in 

planning, public works and other fields outside of Natural Re-

sources, where the tribe’s program is housed. Like many other 

attendees, Jennifer also appreciates the opportunity to net-

work with colleagues and learn about the projects they’re 

working on. 

Jennifer Cutler 

 

Brian Hall 

Georgianna Eliese Strobin 

 

Ben Silver 

 

Kate Leroux 
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A Look Back at GIS in the Pacific Northwest:  NWCAMA  
and the Roots of the Washington Chapter of URISA 

 

By: Stephen Beimborn, WAURISA Board Member 

A 
s a college student in the early 1980s, supporting myself by 

working at Northwest Cartography, Inc. in Seattle, my 

role as a "digitizer" did not require me to make pitches to 

potential clients, present at GIS conferences, or even attend GIS confer-

ences.  My job was to create GIS data (mostly polygons and 

"centroids") by keeping my head down, and my Walkman headphones 

on, and carefully tracing (or "trace digitizing") lines from documents 

taped to a big digitizing tablet.  I also had to make sure the pen plotter 

was running, transfer data on tapes from my workstation to a main-

frame computer, find my own errors by staring at plots and documents 

together over a light table, and type long numeric codes into data 

files.  Glamorous work, I know, but it paid for my college expenses.  

Once in a while, one of the leaders, project managers or marketers for 

our company would tap me on the shoulder and ask for help to run the 

plotter, find examples of maps, empty out or fill up a map tube, or to 

estimate work for a potential project.  ("Doesn't have to be exact.  Just a 

ballpark.") 

These busy people in white shirts or tweed jackets were always running 

off to engagements that they described with mysterious letters like AM/

FM, ASPRS, PSCOG, ACSM or URISA.  I had no idea which were 

industry buzzwords, organizations or events.  But I definitely recall 

them mentioning NWCAMA.  It kind of had a ring to it. 

Last year, after volunteering to work on the publication you are read-

ing, I decided to go back and read past issues of the newsletters of our 

Washington chapter of URISA.  In the oldest issue on our website, from 

1998, which was well before we called this The Summit, I noticed that 

the masthead read: "Washington State URISA:  Winter 1998 News-

letter of the Washington State Urban and Regional Information Sys-

tems Association, formerly known as the Northwest Computer-Aided 

Mapping Association."    

Hmmm.  So the URISA chapter in Washington state emerged from an 

earlier organization?  I decided to ask some of the local GIS legends 

what they recall of the Northwest Computer-Aided Mapping Associa-

tion.  Here is what I found. 

NWCAMA was founded by Bill Brodie 

and Dick Brown, both from the City of 

Bellevue.  Bill was the Systems and Pro-

gramming Manager in the Information 

Services department, while Dick was the 

Chief Surveyor.  Bill recalls that “the 

name was inspired by the Southern Cali-

fornia Computer-Aided Mapping Associ-

ation (SCCAMA) which had recently 

organized with similar goals: to promote, 

share and expand knowledge and use of 

this then-emerging technology.” 

Bill had been hired in 1974 to support 

implementation of Bellevue’s first-in-

nation Stormwater Utility, which re-

quired information about each parcel’s 

impervious surface coverage to deter-

mine utility fees.   The funds Bellevue 

collected paid for the building of storm-

water facilities. By partnering with the 

(Continued on page 11) 
Dick Brown and Larry Dulaney. Seattle Times, 1987 
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Parks department, they also improved parks, enhanced wildlife 

areas, and integrated sporting facilities into the mix. Many cities 

in the Northwest followed suit, built their own data sets, and 

hired consultants or their own GIS staff.  NWCAMA provided a 

venue for these early tech employees to learn from each other 

about using computers to generate maps and reliable infor-

mation. 

By the time she first arrived in Seattle in 1982, Kirsty Burt had a 

Master’s Degree in Geography, but needed a job.  Her only con-

tact in town was UW professor Carl Youngmann, who recom-

mended that she check out an organization called “Northwest 

Comma”.  That reference turned out to be a dead-end, since there 

did not seem to be any such organization, but she did manage to 

schedule a meeting with Bill Brodie of the City of Belle-

vue.  Unfortunately, Bellevue was not hiring, but Bill did tell her 

that the place to make contacts, and possibly find a job, was the 

Northwest Computer-Aided Mapping Association. (Ah, so the 

professor was talking about NWCAMA.  She had written it 

down wrong!) 

For a while, NWCAMA was basically “the only game in town”, 

the place where the local leaders in computer-aided mapping 

gathered to compare notes.  With email and the internet still 

years away, and changes in our field happening at a rapid pace, 

comparing notes was best done in person. 

At a NWCAMA event, you could ask Bill Brodie and Dick Brown 

about Bellevue’s Synercom mapping system, speak with Stearns 

Wood about the City of Tacoma’s experience with PIOS (the 

product from ESRI that pre-dated ArcInfo) or ask Loren Busch 

how the technology was being used at the King County Asses-

sor’s office.   The owners of local mapping companies, like Nick 

Corff of CorGraphics and Brad Harvey of Northwest Cartog-

raphy, Inc. were always ready to talk, and hoping the discussion 

would lead to work. Many of the meetings were held in Olym-

pia, where staff from the State, including the State Cartographer, 

Christine Rhinehardt, were in attendance.   

In an effort to demonstrate her considerable organizational skills 

to prospective employers, Kirsty Burt recalls working tirelessly 

on behalf of NWCAMA in 1982 and 1983, writing the news-

letter, organizing meetings, recording the minutes and doing 

whatever needed to be done.  When the national URISA Con-

ference came to town in 1984, and NWCAMA played host, 

Kirsty teamed up with Judy Clark to coordinate the event. Ap-

parently her “show them I can do any job” strategy worked 

because, in 1984, Kirsty landed the job she coveted at the City 

of Bellevue.  After ArcInfo became the software platform for 

Bellevue’s GIS, and ESRI opened an office in Olympia, Kirsty 

drifted away from NWCAMA and began volunteering with the 

newly-formed Northwest ArcInfo User Group in 1986. That 

group later became known as the Northwest GIS User Group 

and still conducts a popular annual GIS conference that rotates 

around the Pacific Northwest. 

Karl Johansen related to me that, when he was active in the or-

ganization from 1989 – 1992, NWCAMA was still a vibrant venue 

for the GIS community.   Other national organizations had local 

chapters oriented around cartography, surveying, or photogram-

metry, with an emphasis on training members to execute individ-

ual mapping or surveying projects. But that focus was misa-

ligned with the goals of the local GIS leaders, who aimed to build 

comprehensive data sets for their jurisdictions that they expected 

would be meticulously maintained and enhanced for dec-

ades.  The parcel, address, street network, zoning, and utility 

data sets (to name just a few) that were built back then are still in 

use now, decades later, to support the hundreds of services that 

local governments provide. 

A purely local and volunteer-driven organization, NWCAMA 

persisted independently to serve this important niche until 1995, 

when the group decided it would be better off with the support 

of a national organization.  The best fit for its mission, among the 

national organizations, was the Urban and Regional Information 

Systems Association (URISA), with its distinct emphasis on use 

(A Look Back at GIS in the Pacific Northwest; Continued from page 10) 

 

(Continued on page 12) 

Kirsty Burt. Bellevue Journal American, 1987 
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Do you know what is missing from the 

Summit Newsletter? Your contribution! 

We seek to publish variety of viewpoints 

on news , trends and activities in the  

geospatial industry. Let us know what is 

influencing your work.  

Contact us at summit@waurisa.org 

of information systems for urban and regional planning.  Bill 

recalls that, “as URISA’s interest in GIS developed, we had some 

overlapping goals and many of the same members. Rather than 

work apart, members decided it made more sense to work to-

gether”.  Other local organizations for GIS professionals in the 

U.S., like the Bay Area Automated Mapping Association (or 

BAAMA, a catchy name they decided to keep), and the afore-

mentioned SCCAMA in Southern California, were going the 

same route and affiliating with URISA.   

URISA had strong roots in the Pacific Northwest.  Edgar Hor-

wood, a professor of Urban Planning and Civil Engineering at 

the University of Washington, was instrumental in the organiza-

tion’s founding in 1966 and was their first president.  A Puget 

Sound URISA chapter had been active in the 1970s, and URISA 

had held national conferences in Seattle in 1975 and 1984. Despite 

these strong local roots, at some point between those conferences 

the once-active Puget Sound URISA chapter disbanded.    

And so it was that around 1995 NWCAMA affiliated with the 

Urban and Regional Information Systems Association and 

changed its name to WAURISA.  Much has changed since then. 

New players have entered the community, both in terms of GIS 

professionals and the companies that cater to them, and the tools 

and technical infrastructure have become more powerful than 

anyone could comprehend in the era when “computer-aided 

mapping associations” roamed the landscape.   

And yet, much remains the same: we still maintain those same 

data sets that were converted from paper maps decades ago, us-

ing tools that were archaic in today’s terms;  GIS professionals 

still gather at initial-laden events to “promote, share and expand 

knowledge”; and most impressively, many of the leaders and 

members of NWCAMA are still running their own GIS consult-

ing companies, including the three I interviewed for this arti-

cle:  Bill Brodie works as a consultant and applications developer; 

Kirsty Burt runs the eponymous Kirsty Burt GIS; and Karl Johan-

sen operates Port Madison GIS, Inc. 

This article provides a broad but limited timeline of NWCAMA and 

other professional organizations in the Pacific Northwest, but is mostly 

based on recollections and past impressions of just a few NWCAMA 

members.  If you, dear reader, are in possession of old newsletters, meet-

ing minutes, conference proceedings, or other artifacts from the history 

of GIS in the Pacific Northwest, please contact The Summit at sum-

mit@waurisa.org so that we might mine your treasure trove for future 

articles that look back at the history of GIS in the Pacific Northwest. 

(A Look Back at GIS in the Pacific Northwest; Continued from page 11) 
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GIS for Equity & Social Justice workshop at the  

Washington GIS Conference in Tacoma 
By: By Greg Babinski & Nicole Franklin, King County, WA 

 

A 
t the 2019 Washington GIS Conference in May, we will 

present a brand-new workshop, Introduction to GIS 

for Equity and Social Justice. The workshop is intend-

ed for GIS professionals and for Equity & Social Justice (ESJ) and 

public policy practitioners.   

For hundreds of years mapping has sometimes been a tool for 

creating and preserving inequity. Modern GIS professionals are 

bound by the GIS Code of Ethics to consider the impact of their 

work on society. During the past 25 years GIS has gradually and 

increasingly been used to identify and ameliorate inequity and to 

promote social justice. Introduction to GIS for Equity and Social 

Justice will survey recent trends and practices in applying GIS to 

ESJ issues. 

We will explore critical race theory (CRT) and trends in critical 

race spatial analysis. We will review recent literature and aca-

demic programs around the topic of GIS for ESJ. Most important-

ly, we will outline best practices for GIS professionals in apply-

ing GIS to ESJ work. This includes the creation of a data/

mapping/application support framework, both for their own 

work and to support the work of non-GIS professionals. 

Non-GIS professionals will become the largest community doing 

actual ESJ work with GIS tools and methods. These non-GIS pro-

fessionals include those who work for agencies, non-profits, and 

NGOs that have ESJ missions, as well as government policy pro-

fessionals who want to use GIS to support an ESJ lens for devel-

oping upstream agency policies.  

For background reading on GIS for Equity and Social Justice, 

check out this article authored by Mark Salling from Cleveland 

State University and us: The Role of GIS Professionals in Issues 

of Equity and Social Justice, in the January/February 2019 issue of 

The GIS Professional. 

 

https://sched.co/Ke2O
https://sched.co/Ke2O
https://www.urisa.org/about-us/gis-code-of-ethics/
https://www.urisa.org/clientuploads/directory/Documents/The%20GIS%20Professional/2019/JanFeb2019.pdf
https://www.urisa.org/clientuploads/directory/Documents/The%20GIS%20Professional/2019/JanFeb2019.pdf
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 Asset Management Lessons at the City of Arlington, WA 
 

By: Katie Heim, City of Arlington 

A 
sset management and GIS go hand in hand like peanut 

butter and jelly or Democrats and Republicans. At the 

City of Arlington, the tradition continues where GIS 

and asset management work side by side. Sometimes this inte-

gration works seamlessly, sometimes not. However, as we have 

transitioned from desktop GIS and asset management to every-

thing internet-based, we have learned some lessons. 

GIS was established at the City in 2006. Upper management soon 

realized how useful it was to staff and citizens and GIS quickly 

expanded out of the Engineering group and infiltrated every 

City department. 

Less than a year 

later, the City be-

gan the search for 

its first asset man-

agement software. 

The PW Director 

lead the way in 

requiring that the 

asset management 

software be GIS 

based. 

Our asset manage-

ment selection in 

2007 was Carte-

graph Navigator. 

Navigator was an 

incredibly power-

ful desktop tool that 

integrated well with 

GIS. However, the City experienced 2 setbacks in the launch of 

Navigator - lack of GIS data and lack of staff. 

Lesson #1: Asset management requires a lot of data and a lot of staff 

time. 

For the next two years, the City focused on building the City’s 

infrastructure in GIS. We spent our time and resources building 

a variety of geodatabases with complete metadata and attribute 

data for every department. GIS standards were set for the entire 

City so no matter who contributed or edited the data, we could 

ensure continuity, data control and data quality. 

In 2009, we started a low-key launch of Navigator as a work 

management system rather than asset management system. We 

wanted to get staff used to navigating the software before jump-

ing to the highly detailed asset management side. This was not 

as successful as we had hoped it would be. 

Lesson #2: You can bring horses to the water but you can’t make them 

drink and some horses can’t stop drinking. 

Staff members took to Navigator in a variety of ways. Most staff 

used Navigator as a work management system to track staff 

hours - no more, no less. A few jumped into asset management 

and built specialized but clunky modules to fit their work flows. 

Others simply ignored it. Over time, the entire software system 

became highly specialized and required a dedicated GIS staff 

member to keep it running. 

Lesson #3: Customization is great except for the constant maintenance 

and upkeep. 

In 2016, the City decided to go with a mobile rather than a desk-

top asset management system. We launched a search for a viable 

(Continued on page 15) 

City of Arlington Public Works Staff with Training Certificates 
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solution that met our budget and most needs. The lessons we 

learned so far were our guide posts – incorporating the users 

into the search so that their specific needs could be addressed 

while limiting customization. We wanted a system that staff 

could use immediately at all levels without continuous mainte-

nance which empowered departments to manage the system 

themselves. 

During the selection, all departments participated and each had 

equal input into the selection. The RFP process took longer than 

usual because of multiple meetings and discussions about the 

choices. But in the end, the City selected a system that met most 

of our needs and no one could say “No one told me about this!” 

Lesson #4: No one software meets all needs, find a balance of needs 

and software. 

The City selected Elements by Novotx and to keep things inter-

esting, we had a 3 month migration period with a go-live date of 

January 1, 2018. To keep everyone on the same page and invest-

ed in the migration we had a week long training session, then 

weekly meetings to discuss the service orders, future training 

and implementation. 

Elements was configured to specifically be an asset management 

system and if you were paying attention, you would remember 

we used Navigator mainly as a work order system. There is a 

difference between those systems and the difference is quite 

large. To make certain staff more comfortable with the transi-

tion, we made changes to Elements at department level to mimic 

a work management system which increased the acceptance of 

the program. 

Lesson #5: If it isn’t working, change it, aka think outside the box. 

We easily met our go-live date and we have more staff members 

using Elements than Navigator at this point with better tracking 

of our assets. I believe our success was due to the most im-

portant lesson of all. 

Lesson #6: Make asset management about the staff who use it, not 

about GIS. 

(City of Arlington Asset Management Lessons; Continued from page 14) 
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Where in the Puget Sound is the Washington  

Women in GIS & Technology (WWGT) group? 
By: Tonya Kauhi 

I 
n March the Washington Women in GIS & Technology 

(WWGT) group welcomed spring by learning about Open 

Source GIS software, Python libraries and Jupyter Note-

books. Peter Keum (King County Wastewater GIS) discussed 

various open source GIS tools for desktop, web mapping and 

databases that are 

comparable to Esri’s 

ArcGIS, ArcGIS-

Online and Geodata-

base (SDE) 

stack.  The link to 

Peter’s presentation 

is here.  Christy Hea-

ton (Floyd|Snider) 

demonstrated Py-

thon libraries for GIS 

and Jupyter note-

book as a mapping 

application.  Christy 

showed us how to 

map the path of fu-

ture solar eclipses by 

year and determine 

which year the path will 

cover the most populat-

ed cities using Python 

libraries and viewed within a Jupyter notebook.  If you would 

like to try this for yourself, check out the tutorial Christy gave at 

PyCon last year and the GitHub repository needed to follow 

along. Christy also coordinates MapTime Seattle which offers 

free monthly workshops and “mappy hours”. Thank you, Peter 

and Christy, for sharing this great information with the group. 

The next WWGT meeting is at 6pm on May 14th at the Fife Public 

Library.  We will be talking about Building Your Professional 

Network.  The session will discuss why networking is important, 

common misconceptions, and provide tips to get beyond asking 

“So what do you do?” when meeting new people.  Hey, just in time for 

the WAURISA 

GIS conference! 

The WWGT 

group was creat-

ed for women 

working in GIS 

and technology to 

meet, network, 

brainstorm and 

learn from one 

another. The 

group includes 

GIS students and 

professionals 

across all skills 

levels and disci-

plines. We meet 

monthly around 

Puget Sound to net-

work and share 

ideas, industry in-

formation, experience, and advice. The group is open to join, and 

we welcome new faces. For more information contact Tonya 

Kauhi or follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

WashingtonWomeninGISandTechnology/ Or LinkedIn: https://

www.linkedin.com/groups/6527088/ 

Open Source GIS Software was the Topic of the  

Women in GIS & Technology March 2019 Meeting 

Have you harnessed geospatial information technology to improve the delivery and quality 

of government services? Then apply for a URISA Exemplary Systems in Government 

Award! The competition is open to all public agencies at the national/federal, state/

provincial, regional and local levels. Applications Due May 29, 2019.  

https://www.urisa.org/awards/exemplary-systems-in-government 

 

https://slides.com/keump/deck-41
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRvTeK5Ndq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRvTeK5Ndq8
https://github.com/christyheaton/PyCon2018_GISTutorial
https://www.meetup.com/MaptimeSEA/
https://www.piercecountylibrary.org/branches/north-east-county/fife/fife-library.htm
https://www.piercecountylibrary.org/branches/north-east-county/fife/fife-library.htm
mailto:tkauhi@portoftacoma.com
mailto:tkauhi@portoftacoma.com
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonWomeninGISandTechnology/
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonWomeninGISandTechnology/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6527088/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6527088/
https://www.urisa.org/awards/exemplary-systems-in-government/
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P 
arcel Viewers are the bread and butter of GIS in County 

Government. When citizens and GIS users need to find 

out more about a specific piece of land, they often turn 

to parcel viewers first. However, there are limitations as to what 

kind of data is presentable in a web map format. This is where 

tools like Kitsap County Parcel Details come into play -- by mak-

ing the attribute data of these polygons easier for humans to 

parse. Click on a parcel in the parcel viewer and you’re greeted 

with a list of links to web pages containing specific information 

about that parcel. Select one and you get transported into a web 

app that looks less like a spreadsheet and more like a Zillow or a 

Redfin listing. 

Through the beginning of 2019 this web app ran only simple 

tabular queries by parcel number against the data stored in our 

parcel management and tax assessment systems – neither of 

these apps are GIS aware. As we have moved internally to up-

dating our GIS layers in real time and referring to them as the 

system of record for many of our business processes, we have 

run into issues where the relationships described by our GIS 

data are out of  sync with these non-GIS aware systems. 

To solve this problem, we are using spatial SQL queries to gath-

er data from the attribute tables of multiple layers. Starting with 

the polygon of a parcel, we create a new polygon using a nega-

tive one-meter buffer around the original polygon, and then 

grab the attribute data from the polygons in other layers that 

intersect our slightly slimmed parcel polygon. For now, we are 

querying only against our zoning and growth management ju-

risdiction layers to figure out what zones and what growth man-

agement or municipal rules apply to specific parcel. There are a 

wide variety of ways to put these spatial queries to use in apps 

and formats when a map is not the best way to present infor-

mation. 

This technique has solved the problems we used to encounter 

when our parcel management system reported one set of zoning 

information and our GIS layers — actively updated by GIS Ana-

lysts in the Department of Community Development – reported 

(Continued on page 18) 

Kitsap County: Using GIS Data in 

Non-GIS Web Apps 
By: Thomas Ryan, Kitsap County 
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a different set of more recent and more accurate information. It 

has also allowed us to present information to the public that we 

could not gather previously, like the planning jurisdiction of a 

parcel, a piece of attribute data that is not available in our parcel 

management system. 

On the technical side we are running a T-SQL query against the 

MS-SQL Database server that supports our Enterprise GIS sys-

tem and specifically our ArcSDE instance. Starting with the 2012 

release of MS-SQL Server, support was offered for spatial que-

ries, but it was not always clear how we could make use of this 

capability. The key was the [STIntersects] and [STBuffer] func-

tions which allowed us to perform spatial analysis operations, an 

intersect and a buffer, and then join the attributes of the intersect-

ing polygons. 

INNER JOIN GIS.PLANREG_ZONING_POLY AS ZONING 
ON ZONING.Shape.[STIntersects](PARCEL.SHAPE.
[STBuffer](- 1.0)) = 1 
  
Due to the architecture of our Enterprise GIS services, we were 

able to start using this spatial query without making any data or 

tooling changes. This is simply a SQL query from a web app to 

an existing database that ever so happens to do some spatial 

analysis on a few GIS layers when you load the web page. The 

outcome is rather mundane – the user has no idea what data 

came from a spatial query against a series of GIS layers and what 

did not – but the value of identifying relevant information using 

spatial analysis is still delivered even if we are not putting that 

insight directly on a map. 

(Kitsap County—Using GIS Data in Non-GIS Apps; Continued from page 17) 

Left: County parcel details prior to updating spatial SQL queries process. Center and Right: Afterwards—additional data is made 

available and all data now pulled from authoritative sources 
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NACIS Comes to Tacoma in October 2019 
 

By: Jim Thatcher, University of Washington-Tacoma 

L 
ater this year, Tacoma will host the annual meeting of 

the North American Cartographic Information Society 

(NACIS) at the Hotel Murano from October 16 through 

to the 19th. The conference includes a number of events of inter-

est to researchers, freelancers, government employees, libraries, 

web developers, and more. If you have an interest in map mak-

ing, there’s something for you at NACIS. 

Wednesday is “Practical Cartography Day” (PCD), an all day 

event where leading members of the cartographic community 

present hands-on demonstrations, techniques, tricks, and other 

skills of use in day-to-day map making endeavors. That evening, 

the formal conference will open with a keynote and Map Gallery 

reception. Thursday and Friday will feature regular conference 

sessions where beginners and experts will present on the full 

range of topics related to the production and analysis of maps of 

all forms.   

A number of social events occur throughout the conference, with 

NACIS Night Out schedule to take place at the Swiss bar and 

restaurant on Thursday night and the annual Geodweeb Ge-

opardy! Competition on Friday. There’s also the NACIS Lunch 

Bunch on Friday where attendees have the opportunity to share 

lunch with prominent cartographers in small group settings. All 

of these, and the conference itself, provide ample opportunities 

to grow your network of professional, government, and academ-

ic cartographers in a friendly environment. 

There’s a reason that people say “NACIS is Nicest!” It is a multi-

day gathering of interested and interesting map makers of all 

skill levels presenting work, helping one another out, and social-

izing. Consider joining us for the 39th annual NACIS meeting. 

http://nacis.org/annual-meeting/current-meeting/
http://nacis.org/annual-meeting/current-meeting/
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 GIS Supports Community Wildfire Protection Planning  

in Snohomish County  
 

By Drew Schwitters, GIS Analyst, Snohomish County Department of Emergency Management 

M 
any of us have been impacted by wildfires in some 

way over the past few years. A state of emergency 

was declared last July as several wildfires burned 

across Washington under unusually hot and dry conditions, 

placing serious strain on firefighting resources. Summer days 

have been thick with ash and smoke from wildfires raging in the 

Cascades, the Olympic Peninsula, British Columbia, Oregon, and 

California. Now, despite summer still being a few months away, 

Washington State has already experienced an alarmingly high 

number of wildfires this year. According to the Department of 

Natural Resources, during one week in March 50 wildfires ignit-

ed across the state. Perhaps surprisingly, 49 of those fires hap-

pened in Western Washington. This apparent pattern of both 

increasing wildfire occurrence and westward expansion under-

scores the need for more comprehensive wildfire planning for 

those of us west of the Cascades. 

One way that communities (usually defined by fire districts) can 

prepare themselves is by creating a Community Wildfire Protec-

tion Plan (CWPP). These plans are developed by citizens with 

county, state, and federal collaboration to create locally tailored 

plans for wildfire response, avoidance, and mitigation. Per DNR, 

communities from 26 Washington counties have adopted 

CWPPs, with a majority of those being east of the Cascades. Rec-

ognizing this gap in coverage and a growing need, the 

Snohomish County Department of Emergency Management be-

gan the process of creating a CWPP for one of their more at-risk 

communities, Fire District 26. FD 26 includes the cities of Gold 

Bar and Index, which are bordered by National Forest. While the 

plan will not go into effect until later this year, the planning pro-

cess was successful and DEM is now committed to the goal of 

creating a new CWPP for a different community each year. 

A CWPP consists of two parts: a written report and a map. The 

map (or maps- you can never have too many!) should convey 

two primary pieces of information: a wildfire risk assessment for 

the community; and the boundary of the Wildland Urban Inter-

face (WUI), where homes are built near or among wildland vege-

tation in areas at risk of wildfire. Identifying wildfire risk in or 

near the WUI is critical, since wildfires occurring here have the 

potential to be the most deadly. Our WUI boundary was created 

following technical definitions by using zonal statistics and ker-

nel density calculations. The 

wildfire risk assessment in-

volved assigning a common 

rating scale to five factors 

following a point-rating con-

vention based on the Nation-

al Fire Protection Association 

Standard 1144 and methodol-

ogy outlined in the 2010 

Bainbridge Island Communi-

ty Wildfire Plan. Factors in-

cluded LANDFIRE fire be-

havior fuel models, slope, 

aspect, fire hydrant presence, 

and ignition risk determined 

by historical wildfire occur-

rence. Associated point val-

(Continued on page 21) 

The wildland urban interface in Snohomish County (unmasked area) and relative wildfire risk index.  
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ues for each factor were summed using 30 meter resolution ras-

ters and resulted in a wildfire risk index ranging from 0 points 

(least hazardous conditions) to 60 points (most hazardous condi-

tions). This raster can be classified in a variety of ways to display 

relative wildfire risk depending on the context. 

Unsurprisingly, a quick look at the raster will tell those familiar 

with Snohomish County geography that the most hazardous 

conditions exist to the east, particularly on heavily vegetated, 

southern-facing slopes in remote locations. However, many of 

these areas do not fall within the WUI. Only the areas of highest 

risk that also fall within the boundaries of the WUI should be the 

focal point of CWPP efforts. Since the WUI and the risk index 

were developed across the entire county, the annual process of 

creating a CWPP will be greatly shortened- relevant data can 

simply be clipped and inserted into planning maps. CWPPS are 

renewed every 5 years, so the process has been streamlined with 

scripting and models that will allow for quick recalculation of the 

WUI and risk index. The WUI boundary is constantly shifting in 

Snohomish County due to population growth and urban expan-

sion, so being able to reproduce the steps needed to calculate risk 

and WUI is critical. These data products will be used for commu-

nity meetings, determining at-risk locations 

within a community, and prescribing wildfire 

mitigation treatments. In addition, the wildfire 

risk assessment will be published online in the 

Snohomish County Natural Hazards Viewer 

story map application later this year, allowing 

residents to assess their risk and determine if 

they should consider taking steps to protect 

their property and community. 

You can check to see if your community has a 

CWPP at www.dnr.wa.gov, or interact with the 

data products from this analysis later this year 

at www.snohomishcountywa.gov/1943/

Interactive-Maps. 

 

(GIS Supports Community Wildfire Protection Planning in Snohomish County; 

Continued from page 20) 

 

An example of CWPP mapping demonstrating parcels and buildings adjacent to 

areas of higher wildfire risk in Snohomish County Fire District 24 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1943/Interactive-Maps
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1943/Interactive-Maps
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Applied Imagery was founded in 2004 in Silver Spring, MD, a suburb of Washington, 
D.C., to commercialize software developed at Johns Hopkins University’s Applied 
Physics Lab (APL). Our commercial, off-the-shelf (COTS) software, the Quick Terrain 
Modeler, is the world’s premier 3D point cloud and terrain visualization software 
package. Quick Terrain Modeler is focused on DoD and civilian applications and 
continues to evolve based on customer feedback. 
 
 
Ascent GIS has provided consulting and contracting services to a wide variety of 
government agencies since opening our doors in 1998. Government has played a big 
role in the success of Ascent GIS. We provide the tools, the data, the education, and 
consulting and contracting services that government agencies need to accomplish 
their jobs and satisfy their customers, the public. Ascent GIS offers a full range of 
GIS services and consulting for GIS start-ups, consulting and project management, 
data acquisition, analysis and management, imagine processing, custom mapping, 
plus education and training.  

Since 1996, Cityworks® has been streamlining the care of public infrastructure, 
permitting, and property by combining the geodatabase asset inventory with applica-
tions for managing workflow, scheduling resources, and prioritizing activities. City-
works’ Web GIS-centric platform is Empowering GIS® in organizations around the 
world, saving time and money while improving operational efficiencies. Since 1996, 
Cityworks® has been streamlining the care of public infrastructure, permitting, and 
property by combining the geodatabase asset inventory with applications for manag-
ing workflow, scheduling resources, and prioritizing activities. Cityworks’ Web GIS-
centric platform is Empowering GIS® in organizations around the world, saving time 
and money while improving operational efficiencies.  
 
 
 
EagleView is the unparalleled provider of Pictometry® aerial oblique and orthogonal 
imagery, property data, and data analytics for government agencies, infrastructure 
organizations, and commercial industries. EagleView offers more third-party software 
integrations than any other aerial imagery provider, serving GIS, assessment, public 
safety, and other government functions.  
 
 
Esri, the global market leader in geographic information systems (GIS), offers the 
most powerful mapping and spatial analytics technology available. Since 1969, Esri 
has helped customers use The Science of Where to unlock the full potential of data 
to improve operational and business results. Today, Esri software is deployed in 
more than 350,000 organizations including the world’s largest cities, most national 
governments, 75% of the Fortune 500, and more than 7,000 colleges and universi-
ties. Esri engineers the most advanced solutions for digital transformation, IoT, and 
location analytics to create the maps that run the world. Visit us at esri.com/news  
 
 
 
FLO is an employee-owned consulting company with offices in Portland and Seattle. 
We use GIS and data analytics to do the number crunching, analysis, and problem 
solving to bring our clients the best possible data-driven tools and information. Intrin-
sically grounded in “place,” and its relationship to people, the land, and the built 
environment, we are committed to helping you use GIS and data analytics to make 
informed decisions.  
 
 
 
 
 
Frontier Precision is a reseller of Trimble Survey and Mapping products, including 
scanners, lasers, software development and GIS Services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Latitude Geographics Group Ltd. is a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) soft-
ware development and services company.  
 

WAURISA thanks our sponsors for their generous support! 
 

http://appliedimagery.com/
http://www.ascentgis.com/
http://www.cityworks.com/
http://www.eagleview.com/
http://www.esri.com/
https://www.flo-analytics.com/
http://www.frontierprecision.com/
http://www.latitudegeo.com/
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For 20 years, the King County GIS Center has been providing quality services and 
exceptional value with the most capable GIS organization in the Pacific Northwest. 
Unlike most consultants, our professional staff members are practicing users of the 
GIS solutions that cities, counties, utilities, tribes, and regional agencies require. Why 
do we offer our services to outside customers? We have a long-term interest in the 
success of GIS throughout the region. Our success depends on satisfied clients. We 
are committed to delivering quality GIS business solutions that provide value for our 
customers. Whenever you need GIS consulting, programming, data, mapping, or 
training let KCGIS help you put GIS to work!  
 
 
 
King’s Books is Tacoma’s new and used, community-centered bookstore. We have 
books in all fields, from quirky map books to poignant children’s books, a range of 
events weekly, and two bookstore cats. Our events include author talks, art festivals, 
poetry, community events, and fourteen very-specific book clubs. We supply books 
to organizations and businesses and sell book off-site at various events. Visit us at 
218 St Helens Ave or online at kingsbookstore.com. Follow us as kingsbooks across 
social media.  
 
 
 
 
Marshall GIS is a woman-owned Telematics company with over 24 yrs experience, 
that implements cost-saving resource management solutions using the visually intui-
tive power of GIS.  
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Baker International, a leading provider of engineering and consulting ser-
vices, has been partnering with communities since 1940 to solve their most complex 
infrastructure challenges with a legacy of expertise, experience, innovation and 
integrity. Supported by more than 3,000 employees in nearly 100 locations across 
the United States, we provide a full continuum of engineering and consulting ser-
vices, including design, planning, architectural, environmental, construction and 
program management. Our clients include U.S. federal, state and municipal govern-
ments, foreign allied governments, and a wide range of commercial clients. Michael 
Baker is committed to delivering a standard of excellence that fosters a culture of 
innovation, collaboration and technological advancement to help solve our clients' 
complex challenges.   
 
 
PACE is an employee-owned company providing professional civil and structural 
engineering, planning, surveying, geographic information system (GIS) services from 
offices located in Kirkland and Wenatchee, Washington and Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Founded in 1992, we have expanded our expertise over the years to build a multi-
disciplinary team capable of offering our clients a complete package of engineering 
services. With a staff of professional structural and civil engineers, licensed survey-
ors, and a full array of professional and support staff, PACE provides maximum 
efficiency to meet our clients’ goals.  
 
 
Solv3D provides tools that enable people to effectively use large 3D point clouds and 
imagery within their existing workflows. Using 3DPointLogice™, individuals can 
easily turn massive point clouds into manageable data sets. With the SiteVisit360™ 
collaborative platform, companies can leverage the value and insight of 3D for esti-
mation, planning, design, and decision-making purposes.  
 
 
From small-town infrastructure to federal design-build projects, and from large mixed-
use communities to urban in-fill projects, Timmons Group has proudly built a reputa-
tion of excellence since we first opened our doors in 1953. Our deep experience 
positions us as an industry leader with an unwavering commitment to forward-
thinking, innovative design and complete solutions for client success. 
Recognized for nearly 20 years as one of Engineering News Record’s Top 500 De-
sign Firms, Timmons Group provides civil engineering, environmental, geotechnical, 
GIS/geospatial technology, landscape architecture and surveying services to a di-
verse client base. Our market-focused organization is structured to help fulfill our 
mission “to achieve unparalleled understanding of our clients, their businesses and 
their visions, resulting in unrivaled customer service and shared success.” 
 
 
The Urban Studies Program at the University of Washington Tacoma offers an Un-
dergraduate GIS Certificate (25 Credits/5 courses) and a BA in Urban Studies de-
gree with a concentration in GIS & Spatial Planning. In the BA, Graduates are well 
prepared to either compete for a variety of employment opportunities in technical, 
planning and policy-making domains or to pursue graduate study. The program also 
offers an 11-month MS in Geospatial Technologies (40 Credits/8 Courses). The MS 
degree provides advanced training in GIS, including the use and application of geo-
spatial hardware, software, and data in urban and environmental planning scenarios 
as well as the development and deployment of location-based mobile and web appli-
cations. https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/urban-studies/urban-studies-home 

http://www.paceengrs.com/
http://www.kingsbookstore.com/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/services/gis.aspx
http://marshallgis.com/
http://www.mbakerintl.com/
http://www.timmons.com/
http://www.tacoma.uw.edu/msgt
https://solv3d.com/
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WAURISA 

1402 Auburn Way North 

PBN 158 

Auburn WA 98002 

The Summit is the newsletter of WAURISA. To encourage the 

discussion of issues and ideas of importance to the Washington 

GIS community, we welcome letters to the editor or opinion 

essays.  For subscriptions, content, comments, or suggestions, 

email:  

Summit@WAURISA.org 

GIS User Groups in Washington 
 
Cascadia Users of Geospatial Open Source 

www.cugos.org 

Contact Karsten Vennemann 

 

Central Puget Sound GIS User Group 

Join Listserve here  

 

Central Washington GIS User Group 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=8252704 

Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month. 

Contact Amanda Taub 

 

Cowlitz-Wahkiakum GIS User Group 

Meets the first Wednesday of each month at 3:00 pm at the 
Cowlitz County Administration Annex Building, CWCOG meet-
ing room, 207 North 4th Ave, Kelso WA (unless other location is 
announced).  

Contact Ken Pearrow 

 

King County GIS User Group 

www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS/UserGroups.aspx 

Meets 1st Wednesday every other month at 11:00am at the 
KCGIS Center, 201 S. Jackson Street, Seattle WA, Conf Room 
7044/7045. 

 

Northwest Washington GIS User Group 

www.wwu.edu/huxley/spatial/nwwgis/nwwgis_mtgs.htm  

 

Snohomish County GIS User Group 

http://www.arlingtonwa.gov/350/Snohomish-County-GIS-Users

-Group 

 

Southeast Washington/Northwest Oregon GIS User Group 
http://gisgroup.wordpress.com  

 

Washington Geographic Information Council (WAGIC) 

http://ocio.wa.gov/boards-and-committees/washington-state-
geographic-information-council-wagic-0 

Join Listserve here  

WAURISA Contacts 
 

Board of Directors 2018-2019 

Ian Von Essen  President  

Anna Yost  Vice President 

David Wallis  Secretary  

Tami Faulkner  Treasurer  

Joshua Greenberg  Past President  

 

Board Members At-Large 

Stephen Beimborn 

Jason Eklund 

Heather Glock 

Katie Heim 

Mike McGuire 

 

WAURISA Committee Leads 

Anna Yost  Community Engagement &  
   Professional Development  

Maria Sevier  Conference Lead    

Tami Faulkner  Finance   

Vacant   Marketing   

Katie Heim  Membership  

Katie Heim  Nominating  

Jason Eklund  Technology  

 

The Summit Newsletter 

Heather Glock  Editor  

Greg Babinski  Editorial Board 

Eadie Kaltenbacher Editorial Board 

Katie Heim  Copy Editor 

Stephen Beimborn Copy Editor/Article Wrangler 
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